
67 Bible Verses about Idol Worship 

 

 

Exodus 20:1-15 ESV / 255 helpful votes  

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. “You shall 

not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that 

is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or 

serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, ...  

Exodus 20:1-10 ESV / 123 helpful votes  

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. “You shall 

not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that 

is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or 

serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, ...  

Romans 1:25 ESV / 85 helpful votes  

Because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 

rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.  

Exodus 20:5 ESV / 81 helpful votes  

You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those 

who hate me,  

1 Corinthians 10:20-21 ESV / 78 helpful votes  

No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to 

be participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You 

cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.  

John 4:23 ESV / 59 helpful votes  

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  

http://www.openbible.info/topics/idol_worship
http://www.openbible.info/topics/idol_worship
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A1-15&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A1-10&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A25&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A5&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+10%3A20-21&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A23&version=ESV


Matthew 4:8-10 ESV / 59 helpful votes  

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 

and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 

me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “„You shall worship the Lord 

your God and him only shall you serve.‟”  

Revelation 9:20-21 ESV / 50 helpful votes  

The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their 

hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and 

wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or 

their sexual immorality or their thefts.  

Isaiah 44:6-20 ESV / 50 helpful votes  

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: “I am the first and I 

am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and 

set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what 

will happen. Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are 

my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.” All who fashion 

idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit. Their witnesses neither see nor 

know, that they may be put to shame. Who fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for 

nothing? ...  

Isaiah 46:6-10 ESV / 44 helpful votes  

Those who lavish gold from the purse, and weigh out silver in the scales, hire a goldsmith, and 

he makes it into a god; then they fall down and worship! They lift it to their shoulders, they carry 

it, they set it in its place, and it stands there; it cannot move from its place. If one cries to it, it 

does not answer or save him from his trouble. “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, 

you transgressors, remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am 

God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times 

things not yet done, saying, „My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,‟  

Daniel 3:18 ESV / 38 helpful votes  

But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden 

image that you have set up.”  

Leviticus 26:1 ESV / 38 helpful votes  

“You shall not make idols for yourselves or erect an image or pillar, and you shall not set up a 

figured stone in your land to bow down to it, for I am the Lord your God.  
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Isaiah 46:5 ESV / 36 helpful votes  

“To whom will you liken me and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be alike?  

1 Thessalonians 1:9 ESV / 35 helpful votes  

For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you 

turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  

1 Corinthians 12:2 ESV / 35 helpful votes  

You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led.  

Colossians 2:18 ESV / 34 helpful votes  

Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about 

visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind,  

Deuteronomy 32:17 ESV / 34 helpful votes  

They sacrificed to demons that were no gods, to gods they had never known, to new gods that 

had come recently, whom your fathers had never dreaded.  

Psalm 115:4-8 ESV / 31 helpful votes  

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have mouths, but do not speak; 

eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell. They have hands, 

but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do not make a sound in their throat. Those who 

make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.  

Jeremiah 10:1-25 ESV / 30 helpful votes  

Hear the word that the Lord speaks to you, O house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: “Learn not the 

way of the nations, nor be dismayed at the signs of the heavens because the nations are dismayed 

at them, for the customs of the peoples are vanity. A tree from the forest is cut down and worked 

with an axe by the hands of a craftsman. They decorate it with silver and gold; they fasten it with 

hammer and nails so that it cannot move. Their idols are like scarecrows in a cucumber field, and 

they cannot speak; they have to be carried, for they cannot walk. Do not be afraid of them, for 

they cannot do evil, neither is it in them to do good.” ...  

Acts 20:35 ESV / 29 helpful votes  

In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 

remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, „It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.‟”  
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Psalm 31:6 ESV / 29 helpful votes  

I hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, but I trust in the Lord.  

Acts 17:22-31 ESV / 28 helpful votes  

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every 

way you are very religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I 

found also an altar with this inscription, „To the unknown god.‟ What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord 

of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, ...  

James 1:26 ESV / 27 helpful votes  

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's 

religion is worthless.  

Acts 16:16-18 ESV / 27 helpful votes  

As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 

divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. She followed Paul and us, 

crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of 

salvation.” And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned 

and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 

came out that very hour.  

Psalm 115:1-18 ESV / 26 helpful votes  

Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and 

your faithfulness! Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” Our God is in the heavens; 

he does all that he pleases. Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. They have 

mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. ...  

Acts 11:1-30 ESV / 20 helpful votes  

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 

received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized 

him, saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” But Peter began and 

explained it to them in order: “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, 

something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it 

came down to me. ...  
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2 Chronicles 24:18 ESV / 20 helpful votes  

And they abandoned the house of the Lord, the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and 

the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs.  

1 Chronicles 16:26 ESV / 20 helpful votes  

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.  

1 Corinthians 10:14 ESV / 19 helpful votes  

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.  

Luke 4:33-36 ESV / 19 helpful votes  

And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out 

with a loud voice, “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 

silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came 

out of him, having done him no harm. And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What 

is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come 

out!”  

Leviticus 17:7 ESV / 19 helpful votes  

So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom they whore. This 

shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations.  

Isaiah 43:1-28 ESV / 18 helpful votes  

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear 

not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through 

the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you 

walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the 

Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba 

in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give 

men in return for you, peoples in exchange for your life. Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring 

your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you. ...  

Leviticus 19:4 ESV / 18 helpful votes  

Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the Lord your God.  

Colossians 3:5 ESV / 17 helpful votes  
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Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry.  

Revelation 9:16-19 ESV / 15 helpful votes  

The number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number. 

And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates 

the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, 

and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their mouths. By these three plagues a third of 

mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths. For the power 

of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and 

by means of them they wound.  

Psalm 106:37 ESV / 15 helpful votes  

They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons;  

Psalm 96:5 ESV / 15 helpful votes  

For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.  

Romans 14:1-23 ESV / 14 helpful votes  

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person 

believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who 

eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one 

who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? 

It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make him stand. One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all 

days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. ...  

Mark 5:1-20 ESV / 14 helpful votes  

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when Jesus had 

stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 

He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, for he 

had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke 

the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs 

and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. ...  

Jeremiah 10:2-5 ESV / 14 helpful votes  

Thus says the Lord: “Learn not the way of the nations, nor be dismayed at the signs of the 

heavens because the nations are dismayed at them, for the customs of the peoples are vanity. A 

tree from the forest is cut down and worked with an axe by the hands of a craftsman. They 

decorate it with silver and gold; they fasten it with hammer and nails so that it cannot move. 
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Their idols are like scarecrows in a cucumber field, and they cannot speak; they have to be 

carried, for they cannot walk. Do not be afraid of them, for they cannot do evil, neither is it in 

them to do good.”  

Psalm 82:1-8 ESV / 14 helpful votes  

A Psalm of Asaph. God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he 

holds judgment: “How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah 

Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. 

Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” They have neither 

knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are 

shaken. ...  

Galatians 5:19-21 ESV / 12 helpful votes  

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 

sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, 

drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do 

such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

Deuteronomy 29:17 ESV / 12 helpful votes  

And you have seen their detestable things, their idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold, 

which were among them.  

Luke 16:13 ESV / 11 helpful votes  

No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”  

Deuteronomy 4:15 ESV / 11 helpful votes  

“Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you saw no form on the day that the Lord 

spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire,  

Leviticus 26:30 ESV / 11 helpful votes  

And I will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars and cast your dead bodies 

upon the dead bodies of your idols, and my soul will abhor you.  

Exodus 13:2 ESV / 11 helpful votes  

“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of 

Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”  
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Hebrews 10:26 ESV / 10 helpful votes  

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 

remains a sacrifice for sins,  

John 3:1-36 ESV / 10 helpful votes  

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no 

one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and 

be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 

he cannot enter the kingdom of God. ...  

1 Chronicles 10:9 ESV / 10 helpful votes  

And they stripped him and took his head and his armor, and sent messengers throughout the land 

of the Philistines to carry the good news to their idols and to the people.  

Acts 4:1-37 ESV / 9 helpful votes  

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 

Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 

proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they arrested them and put them in 

custody until the next day, for it was already evening. But many of those who had heard the word 

believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. On the next day their rulers 

and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, ...  

2 Kings 23:24 ESV / 9 helpful votes  

Moreover, Josiah put away the mediums and the necromancers and the household gods and the 

idols and all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might 

establish the words of the law that were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the 

house of the Lord.  

2 Kings 21:21 ESV / 9 helpful votes  

He walked in all the way in which his father walked and served the idols that his father served 

and worshiped them.  

2 Kings 21:11 ESV / 9 helpful votes  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A26&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-36&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Chronicles+10%3A9&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A1-37&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+23%3A24&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+21%3A21&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+21%3A11&version=ESV


“Because Manasseh king of Judah has committed these abominations and has done things more 

evil than all that the Amorites did, who were before him, and has made Judah also to sin with his 

idols,  

1 Kings 21:26 ESV / 9 helpful votes  

He acted very abominably in going after idols, as the Amorites had done, whom the Lord cast 

out before the people of Israel.)  

1 Samuel 15:23 ESV / 8 helpful votes  

For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you 

have rejected the word of the Lord, he has also rejected you from being king.”  

1 Corinthians 10:7 ESV / 7 helpful votes  

Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink 

and rose up to play.”  

Ezekiel 18:1-32 ESV / 7 helpful votes  

The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 

land of Israel, „The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge‟? As I 

live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls 

are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. 

“If a man is righteous and does what is just and right— ...  

Isaiah 44:9-20 ESV / 7 helpful votes  

All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit. Their witnesses 

neither see nor know, that they may be put to shame. Who fashions a god or casts an idol that is 

profitable for nothing? Behold, all his companions shall be put to shame, and the craftsmen are 

only human. Let them all assemble, let them stand forth. They shall be terrified; they shall be put 

to shame together. The ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions it 

with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and his strength fails; he 

drinks no water and is faint. The carpenter stretches a line; he marks it out with a pencil. He 

shapes it with planes and marks it with a compass. He shapes it into the figure of a man, with the 

beauty of a man, to dwell in a house. ...  

2 Kings 17:12 ESV / 7 helpful votes  

And they served idols, of which the Lord had said to them, “You shall not do this.”  

Matthew 15:8-10 ESV / 6 helpful votes  
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“„This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship 

me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.‟” And he called the people to him and said 

to them, “Hear and understand:  

Ezekiel 14:1-9 ESV / 6 helpful votes  

Then certain of the elders of Israel came to me and sat before me. And the word of the Lord 

came to me: “Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their hearts, and set the 

stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces. Should I indeed let myself be consulted by 

them? Therefore speak to them and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Any one of the house 

of Israel who takes his idols into his heart and sets the stumbling block of his iniquity before his 

face, and yet comes to the prophet, I the Lord will answer him as he comes with the multitude of 

his idols, that I may lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel, who are all estranged from me 

through their idols. ...  

John 10:10 ESV / 5 helpful votes  

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly.  

Matthew 15:8-12 ESV / 5 helpful votes  

“„This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship 

me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.‟” And he called the people to him and said 

to them, “Hear and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what 

comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person.” Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you 

know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?”  

Matthew 15:8-9 ESV / 5 helpful votes  

“„This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship 

me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.‟”  

Matthew 1:1-25 ESV / 2 helpful votes  

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was 

the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 

and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron 

the father of Ram, and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father 

of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, ...  

Hebrews 1:1-14 ESV / 1 helpful vote  

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 
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whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of 

his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to 

angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did 

God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son”? ...  

 


